O

~——

.

Frea DJ-1%0
(Ed. 4-26-63)

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

~Memorandum

TO

FROM

i

o

\/" N

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

: File : : DATE: Novezber 22, 1966

:fcerl W. Belcher, Chief
l"General Crimes Section
Criminal Division

SUBJECT: Discussions with Neval Medical

Staff participating in the
Autopsy upon the body of the
Late President John F., Kennedy

I was present in Roam 200-A of the National Archives
Building, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., Weshington, D. C.,
at approximately 2:00 p.m. on November 1, 1966, when Jemes J.
Humes, Ceptein, M.C.,, USN, Dr. J. Thornton Boswell, Captain,
‘M.C., USN retired, John H. Ebersole, Captain, M.C., USN, end
Mr. John T. Stringer, Photographer, Navy Medicsl Center, Bethesda,
Maryland, began an inspection of x-ray end photographic items
which were represented to us by Dr. James B. Rhoads, Deputy
Archivist of the United States, to be the material listed in
Avpendix B of a letter dated October 29, 1966 from Burke Marshall,
representing the executors of the estate of John F. Kennedy, to
Honorable Lawson B. Knott, Jr., Administrator of Genperal Services.
In 2ddition to Dr. James B. Rhoads, Deputy Archivist of the United
States, Marion Johnson of the steff’ of the Nationel Archives and
Miss Patricia Eve Walkling, Mr, Rhoads' stenographer, were also
present.

In the course of the inspectjon of the x-ray and photo-
graphic items I noticed that Captain Humes had in his possession
a torn scrap of paper upon which there were handwritten notes and
that in evaluating groups of items he seemed to refer to this
handwritten note as if verifying to himself the total of the items
vhich had been counted into perticuler groups.

On November L4, 1966, I was in Captain Humes' office at
the Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Marylend, and asked him about
the handwritten note. Captain Humes told me that prior to his
going to the Nationel Archives on November 1, 1966, he had made
the handwritten note from information he gained from three docu-
ments then in the office of the Admiral in Charge of the Naval
Medical Center. At my request Czptain Humes obtained the three
documents and showed them to me. The two memorandums dated
November 22, 1963, appeared to be carbon copies of originals and
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the letter dated December 5, 1963, appeared to be an original.

At my request Mr, Stringer made & negative and two prints of
these three documents. The negatives and the prints are ebttached.
The documents which Mr. Stringer photographed were returned to
Ceptain Humes, who stated that he would thereafter return the
documents to the office of the Admiral in Charge.

In explaining these documents to me, Ceptain Humes
stated that the information contained in the documents (two memo-

‘randums dated November 22, 1953 and one letter dated December 5,

1963) pertain to only the x-ray pictures and photographic pictures
of the body of the late President Kennedy and did not pertain to
photographic pictures taken of the brain after the brain had been
seperated from the body of the late President.

Ceptein Humes stated that 211 photographs taken of thre
brain (separated from the body) were taken after November 22,
1963. These pictures of the brain were delivered by Captain Humes
personally to Vice Admiral George G. Burkley. No count was made
of the number of photographs delivered end there was no exchange
of receipts between Captain Humes and Vice Admirel Burkley to
record this delivery., Captain Humes stated his belief that all
the items which he did deliver to Vice Admiral Burkley were
inspected on November 1, 1966, and were then present at the National
Archives., These items were numbered on November 1, 1966 as photo-
graphic items 19 through 25, inclusive, and 46, 47, 48, 50, 51 and
52.

Ceptain Humes further stated that on the night of
November 22, 1963, the Secret Service took from the Navel Medicel
staff at the autopsy ell of the x-ray fnd photographic items
depicting the body of the lete President. He stated that the
following day, November 23, 1953, he learned that Captain J. T.
Stover, Jr., M.C,, USN, had prepared and signed the memorandum of
November 22, 1963 (attached) to Roy H. Kellermen indicating that
eleven graphic film holders containing sixteen sheets of exposed
ektechrame film, nine graphic film holders containing twelve sheets
of exposed black and white film, and one roll of exposed 120 ekta-
chrome film had been delivered to Mr. Kellerman. Also on
November 23, 1963, Captain Humes learned that John H, Ebersole had
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prepared & similer memorandum dated November 22, 1963, to Roy H.
Kellerman indicating that Mr. Kellermen had received-a total of
fourteen items of x-ray film., Sometime after December 5, 1963,
Ceptain Humes became aware that the December 5, 1963 letter fram
Robert I. Bouck indicated that there were actuelly twenty-one
sheets of ektachrame film end eighteen sheets of bleck and white
film delivered to the Secret Service. ’

Captain Humes stated that the fourteen items of X-ray

f£ilm shown in the November 22, 1963 memorsndum of John H. Epersole

were inspected at the National Archives on November 1, 1966 and
numbered as x-ray items 1 through 1k, inclusive.

Captain Humes stated the eighteen sheets of bleck and
white film described in the December 5, 1963 letter were inspected
at the National Archives on Kovember 1, 1966 ard numbered as photo-
graphic items 1 through 18, inclusive.

Captain Bumes stated that the twenty-one items of ekta-
chrome film mentioned in the December 5, 1963 letter were also
present in the Naticnal Archives Building but that only twenty of
these items contained en image. These twenty images were numbered
on November 1,.1966, as photographic items 26 through 45, inclusive.
Captain Humes felt that the item listed in the National Archives
as "miscelleneous item #3" was to be counted for the purvose of
meking valid the total of twenty-one shown in the December 5, 1963
letter. He based this upon his belief that all eleven graphic film
bolders were completely filled with ektachrome when delivered to
the Secret Service and stated his belief that the representatiozns
as to the amount of ektachrame which had been exposed conteined in
the November 22, 1963 memorandum of Ceptain Stover wes an estimate
and could not have been more than en estimate because the ektachrome
had not been developed 2t the time of the estimate. Eleven graphic
f£ilm holders contain twenty-two sheets of ektachrome when the
holders are completely filled. He steted that miscellaneous items
2 and 3 were probably included in the eleven filled film holders
delivered to Secret Service, thus constituting the total of twenty-
two sheets necessary to fill the holders. The Secret Service
developer developed miscellaneous item #3 but did not develop
miscellaneous item #2. Captain Humes suspected that in reaching
the total of twenty-one in the December 5, 1963 document, the Secret
Service counted miscellaneous item #3 2s e part of the twenty-cre
total of ektachrcme because it had been developed, but did not count
pmiscellaneous item #2 because it had not been developed. He stated
that since neither of the items had been exposed he did not know why

000593

Ji




b

the developer would not heave developed both of these items or,

in the alternative, neither of these items rather than developing
one and pot the other. He could only essume that the developer
initia.].]y found by the develomment process thet nmiscellaneous

item #3 had not been exposed and thereafter the developer assured
himself by means cother than developing the film that miscelilaneous
item #2 had not been exposed.

Regardless of the explenations that are possible for
the twenty-one totel reached by the Secret Service, Captain Humes
believed thet all of the photegraphic items taken by his staff
during the autopsy were present and inspected at the National

Archives on November 1, 1966.

On the afternoon of November 10, 1966, I took the original
and one carbon copy of the document entitled "Report of Inspaction
by Neval Medical Staff on November 1, 1966 at Nutionel Archives cf
X~-Rays and Pnotogrephs of Autorsy of President John F. Kennedy" £
the Neval Mediczl Center, Bethesda, Maryland, vhere it was reed and
signed by Captain Humes, Dr. Boswell Captain Ebersole and Mr. Joha T.
Stringer. Certein ink corrections were made in the document before
they signed it and each of these individuals initialed each correcticn.
The carbon copy was conformed with the originzl as corrected and the
carbon copy &s corrected was left with Captein Humes, who stated that
he would plece it with the other documents relating to this metter in
the Office of the Commendant of the Navel Medical Center.

During this November 10, 1966 visit, Mr. Stringer presented
me with a photogrephic negative and four photographs of another memo-
randun dated Novewber 22, 1963, fram FBI sgents O'Neill and Sibert to
Captain J. H. Stover, Jr. acknowledgind receipt of "a missle" removed
by "Commender Jemes J. Humes, M,C., USN, on this date.” I was told
the original of this document is being kept in the Office of the
Cormendant, Navel Medical Center, Bethesda, Marylend. I am attaching
this negative and the three photogrephs of this memorandum.

I em also etteching five cerbon copies of the "Report of
Inspection by Naval Medical Staff on November 1, 1966 . . . .
¥r, Harold Reis reteined the only other carben copy of this document
(ihcluding the carbon copy that was left with Captain Humes).
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