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MR, HAWKS: Let me have your attention, please,
y

g ’ You wanted to tall to some of the a2ttending

% payEicians. 1 have two.of them here, Dr. HMalcolm Perry,

zn attending surgeon bere a2t the Parkland Memoxrial Eospitai.

. £2 will talk to you first, arnd then Dr, Xemp Clark, the
sief peurosurgeon here at the hospital., e wili tell you

waat be knows about it, Dr. Perry,

Q. Vere you in ziterdance when the “resident died?|
Q. Let bim tell ais story,

DR, MALCOL¥ PEDIT: I was summoned to the Emergency
Room shortly after the Precident was brought in, on an
exnergency basis, immediztely after the Presidentt's arrival.
Upon reachirg bis side, I noted tikat he was in critical
condition from a wound of the neck and of the head., Immediati
resuscitative measures ~-

TR P KOS F UL A APk

Q. FVould you zo zlower?

DR, PERRY: I noted he was im 2 critical condition

R RO SRR

from the wound in the neclk and the head.
Q. Could that be done by one shotf?
fi B DR, PERRY: I canmot conjecture. I don't know.
% Q. & would of the neck and of the --

DR, PERRY: -~ 0f the bead, Immediate resuscitativ
measures were undertaken, and Dr, Kemp Clarlt, Professor of
lleurosurgery, was summoned, along with several other members
o2 the surgical and medical staff, They arrived immediately,
sut at this point the rresideni's condiiion did zot allow
conplete resuscltation,

Q. What do you mean by "complete rezuscitation"?

7

DR, PERRY: Ee was critically il 2ad moribund r
et the time these measurec were degun.

NG

o » Q. Completely ill and what?
& I S DR, PERRY: Moribund, 000537
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Paze 2 - #1327-C
Q. ¥bat does thzt mean?
DR, PERRY: Illezr death,

€. ¥hat was the word vou usegr

DR, PERRY: UYozibund, Dr., Clazk arzrived therezfts:
immediately,

Q. Could you tell us what resuscitative measures
were attempteq?

DR, PERRY: Assisied respiratioa.
Q. Waat is that?
Q. VWith what?

DR, PERRY: Assistied respiration with oxygen and
ap anesthesia machine, pascage of an endotrzcheal tube,

Q. Does that mean you stick it ia?

DR, PEERY: VYes, place it in tis traclea,
G. Spell it for us, please,

DR, PERRY: E-n-d-o-t-y-a-c-h-e-a-I, 2 tracheostomT
Q. They did perform a2 tracheociozy:
DR, PERRY: VYes,

Q. VWould you spell it?

DR, PERRY: T-r-a-C-h=e~0«Set=-0sn-y,

Q. Was tbere a priest in the roo3 at this time,
Doctor?

MR, HAWKS: The doctor is just teliing you about
the operation,

DR. PERRY: Blood and fluids were alizo givem, and
zn elecirocardiograph monitor was attached ¢o record any heart

beat that might be preseni, At this point, Dz, Clark was
aizo in attendance,

Q. Wbat is his name?
DR. PE.EY: Dr. Zemp Clark. 4nd Dx. Charles Baxter. |

DR, KEMP CLARK: I was called by Dr. Perry because
the President -~

Q. You are Dr. Clark?

DR. CLARK: I 2= Dr, Clark.

o 000538
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Page S - #327-C .

~-- because the President had suctvained a brain
wound, On my arrival, the resuscitative efZorts, the
tracheostomy, the administration of chegt tubsc to relieve
any possible -~

Q. Could you slow down a 1little bit, Doctor, ple:}

DR, CLARX: -~ %0 relieve any possitility of air
being in the pleural space, the electrocazrdiozram had been
nooiked up, blood and fluids were being adainistered by Dr.
Perry and Dr, Baxter, 1t was apparent that tbe President
sad sustained a lethal wound.

A missile had goae in or out of the back of bis
kead, causing exteasive laccerations and loss of brain tissy
Chortly after I arrived, the patient, tbe Precident, lost
nis heart action by the electrocardiogrem, bhis hsart tben
had stopped, :

Ve attempted resuccitative measures of his beart,
includinz clesed cbest cardiac massage, Tut to no avail,

Q. Tbat was closed chest?
DR, CLARK: Yes.
Q. Does that mean extermal, Doctor, closed?

DR. CLARK: Yes. We were able %o obtain palpable
pulses by this method, <, again, to no avail.

Q. What is palpable?

MR, HAWKS: Uhat did you ask?
Q. Palpable?

DR, CLARK: Palpable,

Q. Palpable what?

DR, CLARK: Pulaes,

Q. Doctor, how many doctors were in attendance atf
the time of the President's death?

Q. Doctor, can rou tell us how lonz after he
arrived on the Emergency table before be expired? 1In other
words, how long was he living while in the hospital?

- -l ey
DR, CLARX: <£0 mizutss, porkagz,

DR, PERRY: I was far too busy to teXi. I didn't
even look at the watch.

DR, CLARK: I would guess about 4D minutes.

Q. Doctor, can you describe the course of the wouP
through the head?

MORE
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DR. CLARX: We were too busy to pe absolutely surf
o the track, but the back of his head.

Q. And through the neck?

DR. CLARX: Principally op his rigaxt side, towardj
the zight sids. !

Q. ¥VWhat was the exact time of death, doctor?

DR. CLARX: That is very difficuit Zo say, Te
were very busy, and in answer to someone eite's question,
we had a lot of people in atterdance. He elected to make
this at 1300,

Q. You elected?

Q. What, sir?

DR, CLARK: Ve propounced bhiz zat 21305 bhours,

2. Thirteen 0I7

¥R, BAWKS: 1:00 otclock.

Q. Can you describe his neck wound?

DR, CLARX: I was busy witb his bead wound. I woif
like to ask the people wio took care of that part to descri:
that to you, ]

Q. That was tae guestion?

DR. PERRY: Tne neck wound, as 7isipie om the
patient, revealed a bullet hole almost in {the nid linpe.

Q. What was that?
DR. PERRY: [ builet bole almo=t ia the mid line,
Q. TVWould you demonstrate?

DR. PERRY: In ta2 lower portion oi the neck, in
froat.

Q. Can you demonstrate, Doctor, on your own necki]
DR, PERRf: ipproxzi ately bere (irndicating).
Q. Below the Afam's apple?

DR, PERRY: Eelow the Adam's appie.

Q. Doctor, is it the assumptioan thzt it went
tarough the bead?

DR, PE RY: That would be on conjectuzre on my part.
Taere are two wounds, s Dr., Clark noted, ome of the neck an[
one of the bead, Whether they are dirzctly »elated or relat|
to *wo bullets, I cannot say.

OAE
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Page 5 - #1327-C
Q. Where was the entrance wound?

L ; DR, PERRY: Taere was an entrznce wound in ihe necj
= i [s regards the one on the ead, I cannot say.

Q. Which way was the bullet comiaz oa the neck
wound? At bim?

DR. PERRY: It sppeared to be comins a2t him,

Q. And the one behind?
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DR. PERRY: The nature of the wouacd defies the

SN T

abilily to deccribe whether it went throuzh it Zfrom eitber
gide., I cannot tell you tkat. Can you, Dz, Ciark?

DR. CLARK: The head wound couid have teen either
the exit wound from the neci or it coulcd have beem a tangent
wound, as it was simply a iarze, gaping loss of tissue.

P
X
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Q. That was thae immediate cause of death -- the
nzad wound?

DR, CLARK: I ascume so; yes,

Q. Tbere is a ruwlor that Lyndoa Johnson had a
searty attack, and I woulid like to cbeck thai out.

DR, CLLRX{: I :ava no informztioa.

ER, HAWKS: I den't believe thece gentlemen were
in attendance with the Vice President.

C. Where was he when this was zoinz on?

MR,
put to this do

Q.

MR, HAWKXS: I can't now, but Ir, Kilduff will be

aveilaDie late

Q. We can't hear you.

¥R, HAYKS: They are asking where the Vice Presiden}

vias, but 1 don

question to put to these centlemen, They were busy with the
President at the time,

G. Wbere was Mrgs, Kennedy?

MR. BAWKS: I con't know tbat detail either., As youl|

might suspect,

Q. Can't we clear this up just a 2itile more?
In your estimation, was there one or two wounds? Just give

ul

coxnething,

DR, PERRY: I don't know., From the injury, it is

HEWKS: Tbat is not the question you shouid
ctor.

Can you teil us where he is?

r and we will take tbose details <hen.

*t kpow at the moment. That iz not the proper E

we were ail busy around here.

MORE
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Page 5 - #1327-C
conceivable tbat it could have been causec¢ »7 oae wourd,

Dut there could bave been TJo just as weil if the second
buliet struck the bead in addition to strikinz tbe peck, anc}

I cannot tell you tbat due to the nature of +he wound, Ther}
is no way for me to tell.

Q. Doctor, describe the entrsnce wound. Tou
taink from the front in the throat?

DR, PERRY: Tue wound appeared <o e an entrance
wound in the front of the throat; yes, tba: iz correct,
The exit wound, I don't lmow, It could bave been the head
or there couid have been = second wound 0% the head., There
was not time to determine tais at the pariicular instant.

Q. ¥ould the btullet have bad to {ravel up from
tae neck wound to exit through the back?

DR, PERRY: Unlecz it was deviaied Zfrom its course
by striking bone or some oZher object.

Q. Doctor, can you give us your =2zes, please?
DR, PERRY: I am 34,

Q. You are Doctior who?

DR. PERRY: Zezzy.

MR;MHAWKS: This is Dr. Malcolim Fexzy, attending

urzeon, .and this is Dr, Zemp Clark, chizs® of neurosurzery
% this hospital.

Q. FHow old are you, sir?
DR, CLARK: 3C.

Q. 1Is that C-l-a-r-k?
DR, CLARK: ‘.’»e".':_.m

Q. Can you teil us whether the zutonsy will be
nerformed here or elsewhere?

DR. PERRY: I co not Bbave that information.
MR, HAWKS: I cdoaft know either,

Q. ¥ill there e ome?

YR, HAWKS: I cdon't know that.

Q. Where is the President's body?

MR, EHAWKS: I couldn't tell you.

Q. Was the President ever consciouz after the
ullet struck him?

DR, PERRY: No, not while I was in a%tendance.

IIORE
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Page 7 - #1327-C
Q. Eow mucb blood was used?

DR. PERRY: I don*t know. There wac considerabdle

Lleeding,

Q. How soon did 7ou see bim after-he got in?

2. Did you have to send for bioos? .

DR. PERRY: 2Rlood was sent for z2ad ob:aiped; yes.
Q. Vbere?

DR, PERRY: Trox our Blood Bank,

Q. Eere in the nospital?

DR, PERRY: Here in the hospitaZz,

Q. How muck was used?

DR. PERRY: I cazart tell you trat.

?. Eow much blood?

DR, PERRY: I don't know.

Q. Doctor, were the last rites performed in the
Zmergency Room? .

DR, PERRY: Yes,

Q. Yes, they weore?

©olid you, too,
Q. Which room was this? What iz the room iike?
DR, FERRY: Emergency Operatinz Room No, 1.

- Q. Bow far from the door is thz%, and which way?

MR, BAWKS: Yes, tbey said they were. Kilduff r

DR, KEMP: Strzight in from toe Emersency Room
eairance, at the back of the hospital, appro:imateliy 40 feet.

Q. Zpproximately what?
MR, HAWXS: Fortiy feet from the ‘emerzency entrance,
Q. The first fioor?

DR, KEMP: The zround floor,

Q. Eow many cdoctors and nurses vere in attendance
et the time of death?

DR. PERRY: Tibere were at least eizh: or ten
piysicians at that time.

LIORE
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Page O - #1327-C

Q. At least ei;:t or ten physicians
DR. PERRY: Yes.
€. Did you thin him mortally wounded at the time

you first examined him, or did you think there was no possi-
Tiiity of saving bis 1life at that point?

DR. PERRY: No, I did not.

DR, CLARK: Wo, sir. :

Q. Did you say there were eizht or ten doctors or
_octo rS add rurses?

DR, CLARK: Eight or tem doctors,

Q. Can we get taat straight, Doctor? Did you say
you did net think there wac any possibility of saving his
life when you first looked at him?

DR. CLARK: Thal is what I said; yecs.

%o How long had e been in before you saw bim, six

DR, CLARK: Taic I don't know beczuce I was not
Zookzing at my watch.

Q. Who was the £irst doctor who sav dim, and how
ioag before he got there?

DR, CLARK: Just 2z matter of 2 few seconds,

DR, PEREY: 1I arrived there shorily after his
aduission, I can't tell you the exact tiame because I went
izmediately and be bad juct been admitted and I walked in
wae room. I doa't know the exact tize. I wzc in quite a
hrry.

Q. Were any members of the family or others in the
Too2 besides the doctors, im the Emergency LoomT

DR, PERRY: I axm z2fraid I was not zware of that.
I vias quite too busy to potice

MR, HZWHS: Ve will bave to get <hose detaiis from i

Q. Do-you have aay mew details zbout our planms,
waat you are going to do?

MR, HAWKS: I can't until I get 2 reading from you
Zelliows, ‘For inmstance, you have a new President.

C. Do we? Was e sworn in?

MR, BWWEKS: Weil, be went somewhars to get sworn in.
I assume he is sworn in st this time, but I wasn't in attend:
O'vious1y, you are goins to have a new Precicenz., let's
pat it that way,
I'ORE
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Q. Where is he going to be?

MR, HAWKS: Tha® is what I am tzyinz to f£ind out.
Mac is witb him, tryimg to zet tbe details, and he will
c2il me or come in here., e will try to 2inéd out,

DR. PERRY: Can we go now?

THZE PRESS: Thani you,. Doctors.

MR, HAWKS: Your plans, what cdo you want to do?

Q. First, is there anything moze about Mrs, Kennedyf

MR, BAWKS: Let's do some "supposing" because we
need some planuing for your press plane,

Q, How about Mrs, Kennedy? Has she gone back to
T7echington, or is she going?

MR, HAWKS: That is what Mac is tryinz to find out
novi., This takes a lot of doing.

Q. Can we stay lLere witbh the new President?

MR, HAWKS: If you wart to stay here witk tbe new
President, if he stays here., I don't know tihat he is going

to 3tay here, That is why I want to "suppose" aere for a
ainute,

Q. Let's put it on the basis of what the new
DPresident does, If bhe staya, we stay; and if be goes, we go.

MR, EAWKS: Suppose the body goez back and the new
President stays? Do some of you want to stay, or go?

Q. Stay witbh the new President,

MR, HAWKS: A1l >ight, that is what I wanted to
2ind out, You know, there are buses and plznes and things
Iike that. .

Q. I know I wont't be going bacl: ia any case.
Cza I zet my luggage back ere? Eow do we get luggage on
tie press plane off of there?

YR, HAWES:.- If we decide to speand the night here,
w2 will get the lugpage hex2., Dont't worxry about it.

Q. We have luggage in the wire car, but God
knows where it is,

Q. Where will the next briefing be, bere or where?

MR, HAFKS: Righi here, so far as I know, This is
where Mac said he could cozma back to.

ZID
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