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During discussions with InSpector Malley, J. Lee Ranhin,

Gerural Counsel for the President's Commission, expressed considerable
interest in the officiallgutopsy reports prepared by doctors at the
National Naval Medical Center concerning the death of President
Kennedy., MMr, “ankin was advised that because of the strong desire on
the part of the President's family to keep the autopsy report as
ccafidential as possible the Bureau had not requested a COpy of the
1(prvt.... L e o .. o e s

——

In view of the interest diSplayed by ur. Rankin,' :
arrangements were made to obtain a copy of the autopsy report Irom
the Becret Service for the Bureau's use and a request was also made
thut Secret Service furnish a copy of the report to Mr. Rankin, [
Sceret Service advised that this would be done, In discussions with !/
lir, Rankin on 12-23-63 he was advised of the action taken by the AR
Bureau, Mr, Rankin stated he has now received a copy of the
cutopsy report from the Secret Service and he expressed sincere ) i

3

1

ar:preciation for the Bureau making this possible,

It is noted that the six-page autopsy report disclosés no
pcs Anformation of significance in addition to that already obtained
t'vough investigation. One of the reasons expressed by Mr., Rankin
for his keen interest in the report was the fact that newspaper
accounts and other unverified sources have advanced the theory that
onre bullet entered the President's throat from the front., The
avtcpsy report discredits thbis speculation, in fact, the report -
ursguivocally states that it is the opinion of the examining
physicians that the President died as the result of two gunsbot
veunds and the projectiles were fired from a point "behind and -
sonewhat above the level of the deceased," As previously reported,
é one bullet entered the back below the neck while the other entered -

the skull, aM

opy of the autopsy repgrt will be maintained
n t&e Bureau files, Dut no further dissemination of it is beinﬁzr//
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oL T NALUIRYs T i e T pererding to aveilable informaticn TheTT
e s ;-i<; R - - decewsed, Presiczar Jonn F.oollimaedy,” ’ L
\_/ L wds s. eion faoan cnonocar in 8 metorcade during an official wvisit to zallas, Teoxzs ="
6750 & st 1903, The President was sittin; in the visht rear szal with iirs,
i-nu-d,'aihiyd ou Lho smme saens to his losfte C7tting dircctly'in Frend of thasg —;5;

vreci- »-Yuas Covernor Jona B, Connolly of Texcs and divcecly inm frout of livs, X;Lnedy.;‘
. 8onoclly. Too velicle was moving at o slow tate of spacd doun an inclinetd oo

ersean
-

wicspass thar leads to a frecway roule te the Dallas T

N e . Lt . erwR
raae Mevrt wnereitlie Iy

PERRYCL 2

S rszeidins was to deliver anm address, Dl T s il o T ionl ey
I ‘ U L . v.A; e --.:-‘ ‘:‘, 2 N TN e \3,;‘7_ ;
s S Throc shets were heard and the President T
£.11 sov ard bleeding from the head, (Gevemner Ceunoily wos setiously woualsd by the -

szme yjunfire.) Accerding to nawspaper reperis (“washington Post' November 23, 18635
Lcb Jackson, a Dalles 'Times Herald“Photegrapher, said e looked zround zs né hecrd .-
the shoi; and saw a rifle barrel disappearing into a window cn an upper floor of Lihe =
nearty Texas School Bock Tepusitory Duilding. o e

-t .

Siertly follewing thz wounding of tic two
tal in Tz2iles, In the emzrgency roo2 of that .o .
T. Mzleelm Porry, Telepucne ceomuanicaticn with
s the follewing infcrmacion relative to the ot~
dures perfermic there pricr to death.” S

pen £ o zir was driven to Parkland Hos
. hospii.i :che President was attended by
"~ Dr, Puiv; on Nevember 23, 1963 develop
sorvaticns made by Dr, Perry and proce

Dr, Porry notad the massive wound of the
te2d «rd a second much smaller wound of the low anterior aeck in approximatzly the

midiic.. & ccachccstcxy was performed by extending the laltes wourl. 4t tfiis point

“Tcocd, ¢ T oS noted bubbling frez the wound and aa injury to the right lateral wall

of the _vacrea was observed., Incisions were made in the upper antoerier chost well -

c.lazcoally co combat possibls subcutaneous exphysema, Intraveacus infuzioas oI Sloed -
ad salive were begun and cxygen was cdministered. Dasplte thosc maasures carcics

cvre = eccorred 2nd cleosed caes: cavdiac massage failed to reecstablicsh cardiac acstien.
.a¢ Frosideni’ was proncunced dead approximately thiriy to fosty cinutes afzer resoiving

his wc -r.és,

The roscins wire tTonsported viz the
Presi. _ttial plane to Washingcoa, D.C. and stbscquinily o the Ravel Liediczl School,

¥atior:l Naval Medical Center, Betuesda, Moryland for postsertiin cuaminicicn,

.. CGENIR.L DESCRIPTION CFP BODY: ' Tre bedy Zs that of ¢ . stiar, welle
a _ : deveiopud ond well noeurisned acule Covcasian
male measuring 725 inches and weighing approximetely 170 pounds. Taers Is bogizaing -

-~ o dew

rizer wortis, minimal dependent livor mertis of the Jdorsum, and ceriy algor mortis, The
hair . reldish browa and aburndant, the eyes are blu:, the rizht pupil mezsuring & m=,
fn diisncec, the left 4 ma, There is edema and ecchymesis of the imacr cxizhus reglon
cf tih. 1cft =yelid =m2asuring approximately 1.5 cm. in greatest dicmeter., ‘There is edema
and ecshvmesis Gi..i:ely over the right supra~orbitdl ridge with zbnormal wobility of
the voderlyivg bouc. = (The remainder of the scalp will be described with the skull,)

~ v s~

- .- - - L]
- e . N » H
. . . .
- - . -% ~ .-
. . . - o —e e RITLO i
e Lo .- } .
- . -
. A

001534




cemanar

R R 2 PP

b Kl
-k o .

G O E?'\'f"7TOY

vload con thu cxtcrnal ears tu: othervisc tac cars, nares

Theve is elccted
ars issentlilly varemarkable. The teeth are in execlionl repair aad this
palisr o 7 cae oral nucous mecTane, K ff ) SRR TR
. ' : ) Sl"uhtgu ca the anc; right postericr::
.00 Juse gbove the upner beorder of the sc‘wula there is 2 7 = é nillimzter oval oo
ev. .. %aizs wound is ¢asrrcd to i 14 cm, irom the tip> of the rlﬁn scrccion process
- ;low tlc tip of the r;;h. aaotozd pro;ess. - ST

R C . - P

ST AR vxtu*tcd in the lcu anterlor neck at
-'y the lavel of the third and fourth tracheal rings is a 6.5 cm, long

- .

LTINS~

ves ounG with widely gaping irreguler ecﬁes. {The cd2pth and character of thc:se
wouias il s2 furthsr described bcloa.) L ) RS

_ » _ : Situzzed on the anterior chest 1 in the
nipgle Jine ere bilsteral 2 am, long roe:int tremsverse scrgical ineisicons the
sus: taacous tissue. The one on the left is siruated 11 cxm, cephalad o =h2 ni-nle
and the one on the right § cm, cephalad to the nipple, There is no hezozruage e
eccriosis associsied wilh these weunds. A sinilar cleca wound mzasuvizy 2 e=. in
lengch is situcted on the antero-laterzl aspect of the left mid arm. Sitvased ot the
ancerc-latevel as»ect of each ankle is 2 recent 2 cn. traosverse incision into sae

subcucaneovs tissue, - . .- . I ..

There is an old well healed 8 .¢m, Nic3uTrney

abden il incision. Over the lumbar spine in the midiine is ac old, well realed

15 ¢ :car, Sitvcveted on the upper artero-}aterzl aspecce of the r;ght thigh is an
clz2, .« :caled 6 _¢cm, scar, :

MISI 1. .1IUKDS: 1, There is = lavge irregulcr defzcz of
, i the scclp 2ad skull on the right involving
chiifly the parieti. bone but extending someawkat into the vemporal crd occinital
ezisus, ZIn this region there is an actual ebseace ol s:“lp ard bene groducicg a

measures appreximately 13 cm. in greatesz o

From the

irresuler carzinme of cha 2bove
scals dofect tears extend in stellate fashion into the zore ov lass intf. ¢ scelp
as f{cliows: -
2. Foza the right inferior temporo-parictal "32311 cnierior Lo hh rigiht ear o
a point iizn tly actove the traguse oo - 4~. : - T Coe T

Trex *Pc enterior parietal margin anLerlcrly on the foreH d to app!oxlinsCIY
4 o, above the riiht orbital ridge, -

c. TFroz the left margin of the main defect across the midline antero-latzrally
for a distance of approximstely 8 cm,

——

d. From thi .ame starting point as c. 10 cm. postero-lzterally. .
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ia the woat""’o' scalp approuimaiely 2.5 em. latcrally vo the Tioat aa- -

chove the cxternal occipital procuverance i3 o lezcerated wound wlasuriag -

ot

: 2, In the underlying borne is a coirre pending vouad threough the alls L“L~H
il s oeveling of the margias of the bone -hen viewel [vaan the inner asjeer ofx<- 7

T O - . S R,

; _ ST : ulbcxl) visible in the
largs rtull defect and e ud;na froa it 4s lacascted tlaia tics
zzion proves to represent the major poriicn-of tha right ccrcbral hez 'Spac:’

inrne:

At tuls poxnt it  is ncted that the falx cerebri is exteasive ly laocevated wich dic=- - -
rup:ivn of the supcrior saggital sinus, ... - - - e N
_ - Uacn reflecting -hc scalp muluoli cenlete

SAE freciure 1ives are seen to radxgte from toth the large delfcct at the Vgrtex and :ue

smaller “b-“d at the occiput, These vary grectly in lonsch and directfon; the loages:
"meastring approximacily 19 em., Those result in thz producstica ¢f nuxcrcus Ercgmyn-;»f'
. vaich vary In size frea a few millimeters to 10 em, in grectest diameter,

these froctures armd the:

_ : Tae cc;plcxicy of ‘
“~. fregzzmirts thus produced tax satis;ac -ory verdbal Zoscription and ave betar eppreciztad
in prctejraphs and rocatgenograms wiich are prezzTad, A :

. The brain is remevzd aud preserved for
further study folloving formalin fixztion,

T ceres =

Roeselved as separate specimens frox Dullas,

sra three fragm»nts of skull bone whicn in zgzrejete rou#hly appreaimate ¢h ’

ions of the laorge defect described zbova, Ac cuc zagle of the largaest of these

nt3 is a pertion of the perizeter of a roughly circular wound presumsily of

hich exhibics oevelxng of tha ou.c‘ aspect of the bone and is estima:ad

crnrokimazely 2,5 to 3.0 cam, in dizmeter, Iccautocaograms of this r-r~'ﬂ:

ce parcicles of metal in the bone as this n“-éi Rozntginocrans of the

Teorizn “ult pie minute metallic fragments wlong 2 linmc corrzsponding with a line
L coove described small occipitcl wound and thio might supra-crbizel ridase.

~uriace of the disrupted tight cerchral cevion tue small irragule rly saoned

o oL mecal sTe -eccv-rcd These macsvTe 7 0 2 g 2od 3% 1 om, These are

In the custoldy of Agents Francik, X, 0'Neill, JOr. nd Jizos H. Siloti, of oha
Fedzral Bureau cf anestlgu-xon, who exccutel 2 rec=ip: anevraior \h-.acpec‘

: R © 2, The second wound presumsbliy of en-ry.i
is bt described above in the upper right voeicvier thorax, Ronaath tha skin shere
is ozfe hynosls of subcutzneous tissue and musculature, <he misslc natk thircush the
fascis 2ud musculature cannot be easily probed, Thaz woeund prosumably of wiit wao
that Zcseribed by Dr, Malcolm Perry of Dallas in the low antevicr sevviczl rogiow.

e

a «uscrved by Dr, Perry the wound measured "a few millimeters in dizmetar', how--
¢ver [t was cxtendad as a tracheostomy incision and thus its chavacter is distowca

¢& thi time of autopsy., Mowever, there is coasiderable ecchymosis of the strap o
D5t ies of the right side of the neck and of the £ascia about the Lr-chca nq‘ac S
-& .. line ¢f the trachcostomy wound, The third point of reference in'ccnh»ctxng T
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T thess v vcunds is i the apbx (sup s-ciavicular norticny oz the
cavi. '« =z this zezion there is contusion of The parictal pleer
apros pir.lom of tas right upper lobe of Zhic lum3. Zn beth iastan

st dx;m::erﬁ_j‘
ures £ eaml  Berh L

of corzusica ‘atg ococnywosis at the peint of rioxinmal involvenent meas
v L. 1 and pavictal pleura are intact cverlying chetde arcas of cozunan, . ° .
- T Tl; scalp wounds ave ¢xc:ndzd Sn the ccronc!
TGS sl piaae to examine tha cres.cl content zad o ke

cu..\bh-) \\, sn“p,J 1ncxs&on is usac to examzne the bcdy cavities,

-/.”, 4 s

T: T2272 CAV‘TY TS fymme The bvﬁy ccg: is vnresarke bxg. The therzéic
. ST = crgans arc in their norzzl position: &l re-

latiﬁn-ﬂ‘ﬂb and ttucre is no increase In fres wleural Zlvid, The above deseribod arca
of cc::usion in the apical o*tlon of the rzgh- plcu 2l cavity is noted, EpC

b4 e R _ '.ff“ ' ™he luﬂﬁs are of e

v
‘Il
',‘.
[
[A]
Db
—
‘.4

[
ST s Ty pearaace the right Lﬁgh,g .
17 220 Cae The lunoa are well acrated with smocth gliisteainz pleural g::facv- and
gy ~vl.lt coioz, & 5 cm. diameter erez of purpilsh red disceloration md -n;;cgaca
£isr ... to palpzction is situated in the apical perticn of the Tight upser 1love. -
“eTal: [ wresponds to the similar area described In the overlying parietal zleuva. - ...
Iuri:loa in this region reveals recent hoasrrhizge into pulmonary parenchyrca, L
BREIRI: - The pericardial cavity is sacoth walled
- ) ’ and contains approximately 10 ce. of straw-
co’cru* fluid. The Leart is of essentizlly norsal externzl zcacsur and weigns 350 Gz,
Th: ="monary artery Is oucncd in situ and no abnormalitias are nc:ted. The cardia

ch;uhnlh crtain moderate amounts ¢f postmorten cletted tiocd, There ave no gross
abnerzlitlies of the leafzccs of any of the cardiac velves., The fellowing are o
S ea.. puimcaic 7 ca,., tricucsid

d

reddizh Yrown, Toe lofo venzrticvlar

cire: sJwonzes ¢l the cardiac valves: aortic 7.5
12 ¢ miZesl 11 ex. The myocardivz is fimm an

my.s voaun avere;:s 1,2 em, in thicknzss, the right ventricular wyccardius 0.4 ca,
Th: ccerconary arteries are dissected and ar. of nor=al Zistribulion aad smoozt walle

and ¢:estic vuroughout, : .

20IIRAL CAVITY:

no i.zrz2asc in free peritonezl ‘lu*d The virzifcran

ard Luere ate a few zdhesions joining the region of tho cecum &o tie ventral ab-«.

dorinr-l wall at the above dyscrlbed o;d aod04~nh1 irncisional scas, - - - .

SKTLTTLL SYSTRM: | ST Asidc Ezom the above dcic
) o B there ave no significant

GGy n

PEITCIR PUY: - - - o Black and wvhite and coler photographs

- - - : depicting siznificant fiancdings are esxposed
but .ic devcloped, These photographs were placed in the custody of Azent Roy H, -
Rellovmzn c£ the U, S, Secret Service, who ex;cuted a roceipt tunerefore (attccﬁud,.
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por ferating

“These

£
-
il

- Fhud

are dLV“lC;L.
tke U, S. Scerso-§.vvics,

f

5

oI {uo 1les
persen or porsons unkrown, The progec*"es VC“C fir;d Ir»m a noint behind aad ooze-
wvhao ccove the level of the deeczasad, Tre ovscrvaticas aund cveilatle iolsmmatlion :
do acy permit a satisfactory estimate as to the segquence cf the two woasause | o
ST _ R . The Sztal nissile entered the siwll zdove
ard tc the risht of the emterazl ccelpital pretubivance, A porilon oI cr2 pic eociile
wzoeraed £ crarial cavity ia a pesicrior-anterior directioz (see lavaral shael? - s
rooncs no.Teisy depisiting minute p‘"LlCl“S aleng its path, 4 porticz ol the sTo= o

Po-.

ulew

Tiz?,

.

-
J,
cL.

ior .horai nbove the
:nd .az uupsz-claviculer po*“zoqs of
ed contusions of e r;:n:_;_

¢ wissllz pueees
Lo T The IL..

uTL0T

oring oore cct

32 ncs anticipa
":'\ e o -
e VAN

L R
iC, USN (457831)

tziled
ted tb

~
PN .
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e v -

t through the parietcl bone on
skull and scgln.
produced exionsi
inus, and of the right cerib *al hemisphera, -

ri: =t side of the nock, cazusged the trachnez one
rorfcee of the nceek,
-+ siryuccures in its path through

the r.zhe cavrying wi.t it
“he tuwe vounds of tue shuil contindd

ve fresmeateticn of tne gkuli, lac

:;cxon o.,

)

Tha othor missile enteved
scapula and traversed the soft tissuss of
£ <he ta:ze of the right side

-,

u. cUL"

S by S

;¢ isper lobe of the Zung. %he missile contuscd the strezp wescles
nade its énit througa the

()
(l

As far as can b2 &3 t:i;cd this missilc struck Lo
L the bedy. . B ' '

Tn additiox, i is our op hat che
asive dzazge to che brain zs to poeclude the
:his niury. -

5 ocunpliiaazary weporz will Se sudmittad
ex ction of the iroin and ol aisvoiceplc gociicas,  lowIver
thcse examinarons will mecocicily clier thu Jindings,
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